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so much in their mouths, for that was the word for thf.A da^ that they took little heed how to conduct the host of th Lord to their own advantage.
As we expected, they appeared, beat our dragoons froi the bridge, and passed it; we stood firm in one line with reserve, and expected a charge; but Colonel Sandys, showin a great deal more judgment than we thought he was maste of, extends himself to the left, finding the ground too straigh and began to form his men with a great deal of readines and skill; for by this time he saw our number was great* than he expected; the prince perceiving it, and foreseeing thf the stratagem of the dragoons would be frustrated by thii immediately charges with the horse, and the dragoons at tli same time standing upon their feet, poured in their shot upo those that were passing the bridge; this surprise put thei into such disorder that we had but little work with them for though Colonel Sandys, with the troops next him, BUJ tained the shock very well, and behaved themselves gallantl enough, yet, the confusion beginning in their rear, those th* had not yet passed the bridge were kept back by the fire < the dragoons, and the rest were easily cut in pieces. Colon* Sandys was mortally wounded and taken prisoner, and tli crowd was so great to get back, that many pushed into tli water, and were rather smothered than drowned. Some < them who never came into the fight were so frightened tht they never looked behind them, till they came to Persliore and, as we were afterwards informed, the life-guards of tli general who had quartered in the town, left it iu disordc enough, expecting us at the heels of their men.
If our business had been to keep the parliament arm from coming to Worcester, we had a very good opportunit to have secured the bridge at Pershore; but our design la another way, as I have said, and the king was for drawin Essex on to the Severn, in hopes to get behind him, whic fell out accordingly,
Essex, spurred by this affront in the infancy of the: affairs, advances the next day, and came to Pershore tira enough to be at the funeral of some of his men; and froi thence he advances to Worcester.
We marched back to Worcester extremely pleased wit the good success of our first attack; and our men were s Unshed with this little victory, that it put vigour into th